


Maslow’s Hierarchy for Neighborhoods 

Basic services:  coordinate city  departments and  
outside resources for problem-solving 

Public safety/utilities/planning CPTED partnership   
Shared responsibility 

Strengthen relationships:  social and simple projects 
Communication system, asset mapping 

Shared values and direction:  larger, longer term goals 
Celebrate successes and achievements 

Problem solving as a group becomes natural 
Projects are focused on improving quality of life 
Atmosphere is “village” oriented   
People are connected; neighborhood and city are 
partners in co-creation of community 

Relationships = Foundation 
Neighbor-Neighbor; Neighborhood-Leaders; 

 Neighborhoods-City of Boulder 

City of Boulder Neighborhood Services should be designed to meet neighborhoods where they are currently 

functioning with the goal to assist them in guiding their own evolution—at their own pace and based on their 

interests/needs.  The higher up they go, the purpose of neighborhood associations, or other forms of 

neighborhood organization, change and so should the tools provided.  Problem-solving and service provision 

are the greatest near the bottom, indicating a need for coordination between departments and connection to 

outside resources facilitated by the City.    Development review and land use issues likely resonate toward 

the top but do not exclusively reside there.   Groups are not likely to linearly move through this triangle but 

will cycle with change and as a response to community issues.     

The task is to provide a toolkit for all levels while 

creating an openness for networking and leadership 

training opportunities; connecting with civic 

engagement and capacity-building already in place. 




